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Nitrate is a naturally occurring compound found in soil and 
water. However, certain human activities can contribute to 
concentrations of nitrate beyond the level considered safe. While 
the Clean Water Act (1974) requires public water systems to 
monitor and treat nitrate-contaminated water, drinking water 
from private wells is not governed by those regulations. 

W hat might pre v e nt prote ction of Ne brask a's  at- risk  populations 
from pote ntial adv e rse  he alth impacts  of nitrate  consumption? 
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